Rationale: Emphysema and atherosclerosis are the leading causes of mortality in the United States. We have demonstrated that hypercholesterolemic Apoe-/-mice develop emphysematous changes in their lung. Recent studies have shown that Apoe-/-mice exhibit abnormal cholesterol efflux with activation of the TLR pathway in atherosclerotic lesions. The present study was conducted to examine the macrophages from the Apoe-/-mice and determine if TLR signaling was playing a role in the development of emphysema in these mice.
